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SERRA CLUB OF VANCOUVER 
NEWSLETTER 
APRIL 2013         ISSUE 2 VOL 56 
PROGRAM FOR 2013 
Members are encouraged to plan in advance to attend all the events and/or volunteer their services 
for those that they cannot attend. We hope this will enable the Club to achieve a successful year of 
accomplishments in our ‘mission’ to seek more vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life.   
Month/Date   Event    Venue   Mass times 

Jan 4 Fri  First Friday    St. Patrick's  Mass 7:00 am 

 16 Wed  Talk    St. Augustine’s   Mass 6:00 pm. 

Feb 1 Fri  First Friday    St. Patrick's  Mass 7:00 am. 

 20 Wed  Adoration   St. Francis Xavier ‘s  Mass 6:00 pm. 

Mar 1 Fri  First Friday    St. Patrick's  Mass 7:00 am. 

 8-10 Fri - Sun Annual Retreat at Westminster Abbey, Mission  Details TBA 

Apr 5 Fri  First Friday    St. Patrick's  Mass 7:00 am. 

 17 Wed  Talk    St. Augustine's  Mass 6:00 pm. 

May 3 Fri  First Friday    St. Patrick's  Mass 7:00 am. 

 6 Mon  Golf Tournament  Surrey   Details TBA 

Jun 7 Fri  First Friday    St. Patrick's  Mass 7:00 am. 

 15 Sat  AGM    St. Augustine's  Mass 5:00 pm. 

Jul 5 Fri  First Friday   St. Patrick's  Mass 7:00 am. 

Aug 2 Fri  First Friday   St. Patrick's  Mass 7:00 am. 

Sep 6 Fri  First Friday   St. Patrick's  Mass 7:00 am. 

 7 Sat  Altar Servers Award  Cathedral   Mass 10:00 am 

Oct 4 Fri  First Friday   St. Patrick's  Mass 7:00 am. 

 16 Wed  Talk    St. Augustine's  Mass 6:00 pm. 

Nov 1 Fri  First Friday   St. Patrick's  Mass 7:00 a.m. 

 15 Fri  Bl. Junipero Serra 300th Anniversary Celebration Details TBA 

Dec 6 Fri  Christmas Party   St. Augustine's  Mass 5:00 pm. 
"Every man is born into the world to do something unique and something distinctive, and if he or she 
does not do it, it will never be done."       Dr. Benjamin E. Mays 

HABEMUS PAPAM 
We welcome and give praise and thanks to God for Pope Francis. May his Pontificate advance the 

Mission of Christ and bring peace to all people of goodwill. He is a “pope of 
the poor”. In his installation on the feast of St. Joseph, whom he referred to 
as the “protector” of Jesus and Mary, he called on all of us to protect people 
by “ showing loving concern for each and every person, especially children, 
the elderly, those in need, who are often the last we think about.” He went 
to call “all those who have positions of responsibility in economic, political 
and social life" to be protectors of creation. 

***    ***   ***   ***   *** 
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POPE BENEDICT XVI 
The announcement by Pope Benedict XVI of his resignation came as a shock. But after reading his 
message of resignation, one can understand why. In it he states: “I have had to recognize my 

incapacity to adequately fulfill the ministry entrusted to me.“  He was a great 
Shepherd of his flock and brought enlightenment and hope to the Church. He 
was a very prolific writer, a thinker, a scholar, a theologian and foremost a 
teacher. His Pontificate will be remembered for his source for truth, his 
inspiration and for his love for the Word of God. We praise and thank the Holy 
Spirit for giving the Catholic Church such a distinguished and holy successor to 
St. Peter.  

CARITAS IN VERITATE (CHARITY IN TRUTH) 
In our farewell tribute to our beloved Pontiff, here is one of his encyclicals called “Caritas in Veritate” 
issued on 29 June 2009, (Feast of St. Peter and St. Paul). This is one of the best expressions in word of 
modern day issues not previously addressed in such a comprehensive manner. It touches on topics 
such as economy, human development, rights and duties, human family and the environment. He 
makes reference to the 1967 encyclical by Pope Paul VI “Populorum Progresso” (The Progress of 
Peoples) and goes beyond that. Here is a summary of the many highlights of the encyclical. 
Chapter 1. Message from Populorum Progresso.  
• This encyclical reminds people "not to consider wealth ours alone" and asks the wealthy to 
"be ready to put their money in service for the good of others.". We have to get out of our thinking 
that charity is just giving money to the poor. As members of a human family united in God’s love we 
should strive for the common good.   
• “Only in charity, illumined by the light of reason and faith, is it possible to pursue development 
goals that possess a more humane and humanizing value. The sharing of goods and resources, from 
which authentic development proceeds, is not guaranteed by merely technical progress and 
relationships of utility, but by the potential of love that overcomes evil with good opening up the path 
towards reciprocity of consciences and liberties.” 
Chapter 2 Human Development. 
• “Human development indicates the goal of rescuing peoples, first and foremost, from hunger, 
deprivation, endemic diseases and illiteracy. We live in a very complex society and economy effected 
by “speculative financial dealing, large-scale migration of peoples, often provoked by some particular 
circumstance and then given insufficient attention and the unregulated exploitation of the earth's 
resources…” Rich countries tend to retain rights to intellectual property especially with respect to 
health care. Unemployment today is becoming widespread due to various “phenomena causing great 
psychological and spiritual suffering.” 
• Societies and countries should be conscious of hunger and should respond to these 
fundamental needs. “The right to food, like the right to water, has an important place within the 
pursuit of other rights, beginning with the fundamental right to life. It is therefore necessary to 
cultivate a public conscience that considers food and access to water as universal rights of all human 
beings, without distinction or discrimination.” 
A very important aspect of the development of man is the “respect for life”. Here we see, 
unfortunately “practices of demographic control, on the part of governments that often promote 
contraception and even go so far as to impose abortion. When a society moves towards the denial or 
suppression of life, it ends up no longer finding the necessary motivation and energy to strive for 
man's true good.” 
• Human development cannot be achieved without the right to religious freedom. Violence and 
killing in the name of God impedes the evolution of socio-economic and spiritual wellbeing of man. 
Chapter 3 Fraternity, Economic Development and Civil Society 
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• “ Charity in truth places man before the astonishing experience of gift. The conviction that 
man is self-sufficient and can successfully eliminate the evil present in history by his own action alone 
has led him to confuse happiness and salvation with immanent forms of material prosperity and social 
action.” Charity brings us together without barriers as one people. This cannot be achieved without 
God’s love. 
• “Economic activity by itself cannot bring about social equality. The Church's social doctrine has 
always maintained that justice must be applied to every phase of economic activity, because this is 
always concerned with man and his needs. Locating resources, financing, production, consumption 
and all the other phases in the economic cycle inevitably have moral implications.” The effects of 
outsourcing, lack of responsibility, absent managers and exploitation are problems that are ignored. 
“Despite some of its structural elements, which should neither be denied nor exaggerated, 
globalization, a priori, is neither good nor bad. It will be what people make of it. We should not be its 
victims, but rather its protagonists, acting in the light of reason, guided by charity and truth.” 
Chapter 4. Rights and Duties and Environment 
• As a society we have a duty not only for our own but also for the development of others. “A 
link has often been noted between claims to a “right to excess”, and even to transgression and vice, 
within affluent societies, and the lack of food, drinkable water, basic instruction and elementary 
health care in areas of the underdeveloped world…”  
• We must take into account the population growth since “it concerns inalienable values of life 
and family. The Church, in her concern for man's authentic development, urges him to have full 
respect for human values in the exercise of his sexuality. It cannot be reduced merely to pleasure or 
entertainment, nor can sex education be reduced to technical instruction aimed solely at protecting 
the interested parties from possible disease or the “risk” of procreation.” Falling birth rates by 
encouraging birth control is being felt as a crucial problem by former prosperous nations. “In view of 
this, States are called to enact policies promoting the centrality and the integrity of the family founded 
on marriage between a man and a woman, the primary vital cell of society, and to assume 
responsibility for its economic and fiscal needs, while respecting its essentially relational character.” 
• “The environment is God's gift to everyone, and in our use of it we have a responsibility 
towards the poor, towards future generations and towards humanity as a whole.” The reference to 
environment includes the production of energy. Highly industrialized nations should reduce their 
consumption and redistribute the energy resources for the benefit of all. “This responsibility is a 
global one, for it is concerned not just with energy but with the whole of creation, which must not be 
bequeathed to future generations depleted of its resources.” 
Chapter 5. Cooperation of the Human Family. 
• One of the great problems facing humanity today is poverty. Poverty, not by the lack of 
material goods but by isolation, not being loved and cared for and by rejection of God’s love. “As a 
spiritual being, the human creature is defined through interpersonal relations. The more authentically 
he or she lives these relations, the more his or her own personal identity matures. It is not by isolation 
that man establishes his worth, but by placing himself in relation with others and with God.” 
• Religious freedom is fundamental in human unity. “ Religious freedom does not mean 
religious indifferentism, nor does it imply that all religions are equal. The Christian religion and other 
religions can offer their contribution to development only if God has a place in the public realm, 
specifically in regard to its cultural, social, economic, and particularly its political dimensions.” 
Chapter 6. Development of People and Technology. 
• “The challenge of development today is closely linked to technological progress, with its 
astounding applications in the field of biology. It reveals man and his aspirations towards 
development, it expresses the inner tension that impels him gradually to overcome material 
limitations.” We must remember, concludes the encyclical on Development with these words ” 
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Development must include not just material growth but also spiritual growth, since the human person 
is a “unity of body and soul” born of God's creative love and destined for eternal life.” 
Note: Text in italics is a direct copy from the encyclical. 
***  ***  ***  ***  ***  ***  *** 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
It is with great pride and joy the Serra Clubs of Vancouver and Fraser Valley West offer our sincere 
congratulations to our Chaplain, Fr. Joseph Nguyen on his installation as Vicar General of the 
Archdiocese of Vancouver. We pray that the Holy Spirit will give him the strength and energy and will 
guide him successfully in all his endeavours.     
There is no doubt his promotion will leave a void in our work and in our hearts. His love, passion, 
enthusiasm and commitment for his work as our Chaplain will be missed. We pray 
that the various programs he introduced will take root within the Archdiocese over 
time and provide an abundant of labourers for the Lord’s harvest. May God bless 
him and may the Archdiocese benefit from his passion, his holiness and his great 
love for God. We thank you, Fr. Joseph, for your commitment and your physical and 
spiritual support that you have provided the Serra Clubs as our Chaplain. 

 
 
 

IMPORTANT EVENTS COMING UP SHORTLY 
Your attention is drawn to two very worthwhile Serra events coming up in May and June.  We 

call on all Serrans to participate and/or volunteer their services to make these events successful each 
for a different reason: (i) the golf/dinner to show our gratitude for our clergy and (ii) the AGM to seek 
new Executive members to advance our Mission to find labourers for the Lord’s harvest.  
Golf Tournament and Appreciation Dinner Archdiocesan Clergy - May 6, 2013  
Golf:   Contact Terry Keenan for tee times. Phone 604 523 6393 
Dinner:  5.00 pm Serran volunteers who are requested to come at 4.30 pm  
Location:  St Andrew Kim Parish – 10222 – 116th Street, Surrey 
Cost:  Golf $65.00, Dinner $35.00, Golf & Dinner $100.00 
Make your cheque payable to: Serra Club of Vancouver. 
The annual golf tournament followed by the appreciation dinner for the clergy of the Archdiocese is 
one of the premier events of the year. Serrans are reminded to volunteer their services to help make 
this event a success. Let us show our gratitude and appreciation for the dedication and self-sacrifice 
all our clergy offer for the good of their communities. Come join or help!! As always all donors are 
most welcome. Be generous!!! 
Annual General Meeting - June 15, 2013 
Mass:  5.00 pm 
Location: St. Augustine’s Church – 2028 West 7th Ave. Vancouver 
Dinner:  After mass followed by the AGM in the adjacent hall. Cost $ 35.00 per person 
It is that time of the year when we are called to give an account of the Serra Club’s achievements of 
the past year in pursuit of our Mission as Serrans. It is also a time to replace a tired crew at the helm 
of the ship. Each of us is called to serve the Club in an active role, not a passive one, to sustain and 
nourish the Club with new talent and energy. Will you not make a commitment for the common good 
of the Church and of the Club to work in the Lord’s vineyard?   
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ANNUAL SERRA RETREAT 
Our annual Serra retreat held at Westminster Abbey in Mission on March 8 to 10 was a very successful 
weekend spent in prayerful reflection and solitude. Fr. Joseph Nguyen, the retreat Master started 
with the theme “OPEN WIDE THE DOOR” – reflections on the experiences of St. Thomas, the Apostle.  
The Apostle only after seeing the wounds of Jesus believed and exclaimed “My Lord and my God”. We 
are all called to believe in Christ even though we don’t have the privilege of St. Thomas and to reflect 
on the encounter of St. Thomas with Christ in our daily lives. An Outdoor Stations of the Cross and a 
Mass concelebrated by Fr. Joseph and the Abbey monks were two highlights of a very spiritual 
weekend. We thank Fr. Joseph for taking the time to spend with us and for his spiritual guidance. 

 
        Photo by: Teresa Au 
Back (L to R)Lucy Chan, Gary Levangie, Paula Zanardo, Cleto Dos Remedios, Ken Boguski, Alice 
Carvalho and Anthony Lam. Front (L to R)Teresa Chan, Bettye Mills, Fr. Joseph Nguyen, Ted Chibber, 
VillaNova Carvalho and Vincent Chan. (Missing Teresa Au) 
   
Please continue to pray for our deceased Serrans. 

May they rest in peace. 
Alfred Clarke, J. A. Archambault, His Grace James Carney, Jim Craig, Mrs. Ellen Crean, L. Delacherois, S.W. 
Faliszewski, C. T. Foley, F. J. Foran, Rev. P. Foran, Pat Foran, Pete Gorman, M. J. Griffin, J. K. Hancock, E. Hill, F. H. 
Hoefer, Gerry Hughes, Dr. Rodney Irving, Most Rev. Martin Johnson, J. B. Kane, J. F. Kearney, Rev. John Kilty, 
Rev. Bill Kilty, R. H. A. Lacey, Roney Lee, C. J. McGuire, F. B. McLellan, Rev. Ray McLeod, Barry McNeil, Jack Mills, 
J. W. Monahan, J. M. Nett, Peter O'Callaghan, T. M. Pink, M. J. Pulchny, Dr. Albert Rader, J. Cliff Ryan, Glen 
Spellicsy, Walter Szafranski, Stan Taylor, G. G Topping, L. Tritschler, Jack Young. 

 

President: Ted Chibber, Secretary: Joseph Tan, Treasurer: Ray Jackman 
VP Vocations: Pamela Ho, VP Programs: Joseph Hyunh,  

VP Membership: Sophia Lui, VP Communications: Cleto Dos Remedios 
Trustees: Ken Boguski, Lorne Beauchamp, Ted Van Den Bos 

Chaplain: Fr. Joseph Nguyen 
Serra Club of Vancouver - #205 – 788 Beatty St. Vancouver BC V6B 2M1 


